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ABSTRACT 

Recreational  visitors  to  north-central  New  Mexico  were  surveyed  in  1967  to 
determine  the  use  they  made  of  the  area.   The  survey  was  based  on  responses  of 
2,333  overnight  visitors  to  the  recreation  area.   Various  characteristics  of 
the  visiting  parties,  their  expenditures,  and  their  opinions  of  the  adequacy  of 
selected  facilities  are  summarized. 

The  findings  of  the  survey  indicate  that  the  resources  of  the  study  area  could 
be  more  fully  utilized  for  recreation.   In  general,  visitors  expressed  dissat- 
isfaction with  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  facilities  that  were  available. 
If  the  area  is  to  be  developed  to  its  full  recreational  potential,  buildings, 
equipment,  and  services  will  have  to  be  improved  and  expanded  to  more  fully 
meet  the  needs  and  desires  of  the  visitors. 

Key  Words:   Economic  development,  tourism,  recreation,  vacations,  resource 
planning,  natural  resources,  recreation  facilities.  New  Mexico. 


PREFACE 

This  study  was  conducted  as  part  of  the  Resource  Conservation  and  Development 
Program  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  was  authorized  under  a 
memorandum  of  understanding  between  the  Economic  Research  Service  and  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  in  December  1963.   An  objective  of  the  RC&D  program  in 
north-central  New  Mexico  was  "to  expand  the  economic  opportunities  for  the 
people  of  the  area  by  developing  and  carrying  out  a  plan  of  action  for  the 
orderly  conservation,  improvement,  development,  and  wise  use  of  their  natural 
resources . " 

In  addition  to  the  RC&D  program,  this  study  was  designed  to  provide  recreation 
information  as  part  of  a  comprehensive  river  basin  survey.   An  objective  of  the 
study  was  "to  contribute  to  the  use  and  development  of  water  and  land  resources, 
to  meet  local  and  national  needs  for  goods  and  services,  and  to  improve  the 
economy  of  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  Basin." 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

Scenery,  pleasant  climate,  and  local  culture  were  given  as  the  major  reasons 
why  56  percent  of  respondents  in  a  survey  of  recreational  visitors  in  north- 
central  New  Mexico  were  visiting  the  area.   A  fifth  were  passing  through  as 
part  of  a  longer  trip,  another  fifth  were  there  because  friends  had  recommended 
the  area,  and  about  one  in  10  was  visiting  friends  there.   Only  one  in  20  was 
influenced  by  advertising  or  travel  agencies. 

The  1967  survey  was  based  on  responses  from  2,333  visitors  who  stayed  at  motels 
or  campgrounds,  or  visitors  who  were  contacted  at  Bandelier  National  Monument, 
Taos  Pueblo,  or  Ghost  Ranch  Museum  and  who  stayed  overnight  at  other  than 
motels  or  campgrounds.   The  survey  was  made  to  obtain  information  for  appraising 
the  area's  recreational  development  potential. 

Scenery,  climate,  and  local  cultural  features  were  mentioned  specifically  by 
more  than  half  of  the  visitors  responding  to  the  survey.   Inadequacy  of  rest- 
rooms,  campsites,  and  camping  facilities  were  generally  cited  as  the  principal 
shortcomings  of  the  area.   The  responses  indicated  that  facilities  were  scarce, 
and  those  that  were  available  were  poorly  maintained.   Unsatisfactory  swimming 
facilities,  access  roads,  fishing  areas j  and  restaurants  were  also  cited. 
Community,  State,  and  Federal  expenditures  would  be  needed  for  development  and 
maintenance  of  many  of  these  facilities.   Complaints  concerning  restaurants 
suggest  a  need  for  a  supplementary  survey  of  both  food  quality  and  restaurant 
services. 

Hotel  and  motel  accommodations  in  the  area  are  in  short  supply  during  the  peak 
season,  and  additional  units  are  needed  then.   However,  it  is  not  likely  that 
the  tourist  season  can  be  appreciably  lengthened,  and  unless  such  facilities 
have  a  high  rate  of  occupancy  throughout  the  year,  they  do  not  return  a  satis- 
factory profit.   Additional  campgrounds  are  also  needed,  but  development 
requires  heavy  investment  relative  to  the  cash  return  to  the  operator. 

Although  not  brought  out  specifically  in  the  questionnaire,  the  general  attitude 
of  the  host  community  toward  recreationists  is  a  major  factor  in  the  impression 
visitors  carry  away.   More  than  half  of  the  recreationists  surveyed  were  making 
repeat  visits  or  were  there  on  recommendation  of  friends.   Visiting  the  area  as 
part  of  a  longer  trip,  or  visiting  friends,  were  determining  factors  for  another 
third  of  the  visitors. 

Recreation  activity  peaked  in  June  through  September,  when  about  64  percent  of 
the  year's  visits  occurred.  Only  11  percent  of  the  visits  occurred  during  the 
winter. 

Visits  to  the  study  area  for  recreational  visitors  averaged  3.9  days.   Party 
size  averaged  3.5  persons,  and  decreased  as  distance  traveled  increased. 


Nearly  50  percent  of  the  visitors  sampled  were  primarily  interested  in  driving 
for  sightseeing  and  relaxation.  Visiting  historic  and  cultural  sites  was  next 
in  importance,  followed  by  camping,  fishing  and  hunting,  and  skiing. 

Visitors  in  the  sample  reported  total  family  income  of  $10,000  or  more  in  53 
percent  of  the  cases.   An  additional  24  percent  had  incomes  of  $7 ,000-$10,000. 
A  majority  (57  percent)  of  family  heads  were  employed  in  professional,  technical, 
or  managerial  positions. 

Parties  spent  an  average  of  $126  while  in  the  area.   Lodging  averaged  $34, 
restaurant  $32,  automobile  $26,  and  retail  and  other  expenditures  totaled  $34. 

Skiers  spent  the  most  money  annually  and  campers  and  picnickers  spent  the  least 
on  both  equipment  and  other  recreation  expenditures.  Low-income  families  spent 
less  than  high- income  families. 

In  general,  it  appears  that  the  most  promising  means  of  developing  north-central 
New  Mexico  for  recreation  is  the  provision  of  better  facilities  and  services  for 
the  peak  summer  months,  and  for  promotion  of  additional  activities  such  as 
hunting  and  skiing  during  the  off-season.   More  attention  to  small  details  such 
as  cleanliness,  which  would  require  little  cash  expenditure,  would  improve  the 
impression  visitors  carry  away  from  the  area. 
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OUTDOOR  RECREATION  IN  NORTH-CENTRAL  NEW  MEXICO,  1967 


by 

J 'Wayne  McArthur ,  William  R.  Summit t,  and 
Robert  0.  Coppedge  _1/ 


INTRODUCTION 

Wise  planning  for  development  of  recreation  requires  information  about  the  users 
and  their  desires,  as  well  as  knowledge  of  the  natural  resources  and  their 
potentials.   Planning  for  the  north-central  New  Mexico  Resource  Conservation  and 
Development  Project  was  hampered  by  the  absence  of  current  information  on 
recreational  visitors  to  this  region. 

This  report  provides  data  about  recreational  use  in  north-central  New  Mexico, 
and  summarizes  characteristics  of  recreationists  and  recreational  resource  use 
in  that  region. 

The  study  area  contains  about  7.5  million  acres  in  north-central  New  Mexico.  It 
includes  the  tributary  watersheds  of  the  Rio  Grande  from  the  New  Mexico-Colorado 
border  to  about  25  miles  north  of  Albuquerque.  The  major  cities  in  the  area  are 
Santa  Fe,  Los  Alamos,  Taos,  Espanola,  and  Chama  (see  appendix  map).  Counties  in 
the  study  area  are  Rio  Arriba,  Los  Alamos,  Sandoval,  Santa  Fe,  and  Taos. 

A  basis  for  estimating  recreation  development  potential  is  provided  by  a  survey 
conducted  among  recreational  visitors  in  the  area.   They  were  selected  from 
motel,  hotel,  and  campground  registers  and  from  visitors  at  historical  sites. 
Additional  information  came  from  a  report  on  socioeconomic  characteristics  of 
hunters  and  fishermen  provided  by  the  New  Mexico  Game  and  Fish  Commission. 

RECREATION  RESOURCES  OF  THE  STUDY  AREA 

North-central  New  Mexico  is  a  land  of  contrasts,  where  geology,  climatic  zones, 
and  the  history  of  recent  civilizations  provide  a  variety  of  scenic  and  cultural 
attractions.   The  wild  and  rugged  nature  of  much  of  the  area  has  discouraged 
private  development,  so  that  natural  resources  are  largely  in  public  ownership, 
Indian  lands,  or  extensive  private  grazing  lands. 


l_l      Formerly  agricultural  economists  with  Natural  Resource  Economics 
Division,  ERS ,  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex. ;  and  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  respective3.y.   In  NRED,  Washington,  D.C.,  Hugh  A.  Johnson  revised  the 
draft  manuscript  for  publication  and  Orville  Krause  performed  statistical 
tests  of  the  data. 


Major  recreation  resources  include  public  lands,  game  and  fish  resources, 
recreational  facilities,  and  historical  and  cultural  attractions.   Indian 
pueblos  and  reservations  contain  privately  owned  resources  of  unique  historical 
and  cultural  significance,  and  also  offer  land-based  recreational  opportunities, 
such  as  hunting  and  fishing. 

National  Lands 

Two  of  the  seven  national  forests  in  New  Mexico — the  Santa  Fe  and  the  Carson-- 
lie  within  the  study  area  and  provide  many  locations  for  outdoor  recreation. 
Roads  and  trails  wind  throughout  these  forests  and  provide  access  to  desirable 
sites  (figs.  1  and  2). 
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Figure  1.   Trail  riders  off  the  crest  of  Pecos  Baldy, 


Parts  of  the  Pecos  Wilderness,  San  Pedro  Parks  Wild  Area,  and  Wheeler  Peak  Wild 
Area  lie  within  the  study  area.   The  proposed  Continental  Divide  Trail  skirts 
both  sides  of  the  area.   One  leg  of  this  trail  would  be  along  the  Continental 
Divide  on  the  west  and  the  other  leg  would  be  through  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
Mountains  to  the  east.   Other  protected  areas  and  national  scenic  trails  are 
proposed  for  the  study  area. 


Figure  2.   Hiking  through  forest  of  ponderosa  pines, 
Santa  Fe  National  Forest. 


The  study  area  contains  no  national  parklands .   Bandelier — the  sole  national 
monument — had  slightly  more  than  193,000  visitors  in  1967,  more  than  double  the 
attendance  in  1960.   Completion  of  Cochiti  Dam  in  1972  and  filling  of  the 
reservoir  to  the  proposed  level  will  make  the  lower  end  of  Bandelier  accessible 
by  boat  and  thus  enhance  the  recreational  use  of  both  the  monument  and  the 
Cochiti  Reservoir. 


State  Parks  and  Monuments 

The  study  area  includes  five  of  the  22  State  parks — El  Vado ,  Hyde,  Kit  Carson. 
Rio  Grande  Gorge,  and  Santa  Fe  River  Parks. 


El  Vado  State  Park  provides  fishing  on  14  miles  of  stream  and 
acres  of  lake.  Its  facilities  include  picnic  tables,  shelter 
a  concrete  ramp  for  launching  boats.  Kit  Carson  Park  at  Taos 
cemetery  with  the  graves  of  Kit  Carson,  members  of  his  family 
associates.  The  park  is  used  primarily  for  picnics,  as  is  th 
Park  at  Santa  Fe.  Rio  Grande  Gorge  State  Park  extends  from  t 
Velarde  in  Rio  Arriba  County  northward  through  Taos  County  to 
State  line,  for  a  distance  of  about  70  miles.  It  includes  an 
in  some  places  on  each  side  of  the  river.  Hyde  Memorial  Stat 
Sangre  de  Cristo  Mountains,  8  miles  northeast  of  Sante  Fe,  is 
owned  mountain  forest  park. 
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Three  State  monuments — Coronado,  Jemez ,  and  the  Palace  of  the  Governors — are 
within  the  area. 

Major  Streams  and  Lakes 

The  Rio  Grande  flows  from  Colorado  through  central  New  Mexico  into  Texas  (fig.  3) 
Red  River  2_/  and  Rio  Chama  are  major  tributaries.   The  Rio  Grande  in  New  Mexico 
is  one  of  eight  rivers  designated  as  a  "national  wild  and  scenic  river." 


Figure  3.   The  Rio  Grande  near  Santa  Fe. 


2_/   Not  to  be  confused  with  the  Mississippi  River  tributary,  which  flows 
between  Texas  and  Oklahoma,  and  across  the  State  of  Louisiana. 


The  largest  lake  or  reservoir  in  the  area,  formed  by  El  Vado  Dam  near  Tierrd" 
Amarilla,  covers  about  3,500  acres.   Santa  Cruz  Reservoir,  located  30  miles 
north  of  Santa  Fe  and  about  10  miles  east  of  Espanola,  covers  121  acres  when 
full  and  is  90  feet  deep  at  the  dam. 

Winter  Sports  Areas 

Most  of  the  winter  sports  areas  of  New  Mexico  are  within  the  study  area  (fig.  4). 
Five  are  ski  areas  and  one  is  a  newly  developed  snowmobile  run.   Two  other  ski 
facilities  are  located  nearby.   Winter  sports  locations  in  or  near  the  study 
area  are: 

Activity  Location  In  study  area 

Snowmobile  area  Chama  Yes 

Snow  skiing  areas 

1.  Red  River  Red  River  Yes 

2.  Santa  Fe  Santa  Fe  Yes 

3.  Sipapu  Taos  Yes 

4.  Taos  Ski  Valley  Taos  Yes 

5.  Pajarito  Mountain  Los  Alamos  Yes 

6.  Angel  Fire  Eagle  Nest  Near 

7 .  Sandia  Peak  Albuquerque  .  Near 

Red  River  Ski  Area,  Taos  Ski  Valley,  and  Santa  Fe  Ski  Basin  are  for  intermediate 
and  advanced  skiers.   Sipapu  Winter  Sports  Area,  25  miles  southeast  of  Taos,  is 
more  suitable  for  less  experienced  or  beginning  skiers.   One  other  ski  run  is 
planned  for  development  between  Red  River  and  Taos  at  Twining,  on  the  Carson 
National  Forest. 

Game  and  Fish  Resources 

The  Uracca  Wildlife  area  and  the  Tres  Piedras  area,  both  near  Tres  Piedras,  were 
acquired  in  1968  for  big  game  habitats.   The  Simms  Wildlife  area,  west  of  Chama 
and  containing  slightly  more  than  4,800  acres,  was  acquired  in  1969. 

Three  fish  hatcheries — Red  River,  Park  View,  and  Seven  Springs — are  located 
within  the  area  and  are  used  to  hatch  and  grow  trout  for  planting  throughout 
the  State. 

Eighty-eight  streams  provide  1,100  miles  of  fishing  waters,  and  40  lakes  afford 
some  4,400  acres  of  water  (fig.  5).  _3/  Much  of  the  approximately  2  million 
acres  of  national  forests  and  a  substantial  part  of  Indian  and  other  private 
lands  may  be  used  for  public  hunting. 

Fish  species  found  in  the  area  include  trout — brown,  cutthroat,  eastern  brook, 
and  rainbow;  bass — smallmouth  and  largemouth;  catfish — flathead  and  channel; 
bluegill;  crappie;  and  walleye. 


_3/   "Fishing  Waters  of  New  Mexico,"  a  keyed  map  showing  trout  and  warm 
waters,  streams,  and  lakes,  prepared  by  the  New  Mexico  Department  of  Game  and 
Fish,  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex. 
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Figure  4.   Santa  Fe  Basin  ski  lodge  and  lift 


Figure  5.   Fishing  on  the  Pecos  River 


Small  game  includes  dove,  quail,  pheasant,  grouse,  duck,  geese,  and  squirrel, 
Big  game  in  the  area  includes  deer,  elk,  bear,  antelope,  turkey,  and  Rocky 
Mountain  sheep. 


State  Highways 

Many  picnic  areas,  rest  stops,  and  scenic  overlooks  are  located  along  major 
highways  throughout  the  study  area.   Scenic  views,  historic  areas,  and  stops  at 
high  mountain  villages  are  provided  by  other  routes  in  more  remote  areas. 

Eight  of  11  routes  in  the  area  were  given  a  "spectacular"  rating  in  the  "New 
Mexico  Scenic  Roads  and  Parkways  Summary  Report,"  prepared  by  the  New  Mexico 
State  Highway  Commission  in  February  1965  for  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Public  Roads. 

Campgrounds 

Eighty-two  campgrounds  provide  more  than  1,100  campsites  (figs.  6  and  7).   Most 
of  them  are  in  national  forests  but  several  State  or  private  campgrounds  are 
available,  particularly  on  the  Jicarilla  Apache  Indian  Reservation,  and  the 
Jemez  and  Santa  Clara  Indian  lands. 


Figure  6.   June  Bug  Campground  on  the  Red  River 


Figure  7.   Camp  set  against  a  background  of  aspens, 
Carson  National  Forest. 


Historical  and  Cultural  Attractions 

Fourteen  Indian  pueblos  are  within  the  study  area  and  five  others  are  nearby. 
These  Indian  communities  are  all  located  along,  or  relatively  near,  the  Rio 
Grande.   Taos  Pueblo  is  one  of  the  well-known  pueblos  in  the  Southwest.   The 
Jicarilla  Apache  Indian  Reservation  is  located  partially  within  the  study  area 
along  the  Continental  Divide.   Lakes  and  streams  as  well  as  hunting  areas  on 
Indian  lands  are  open  to  the  public  for  a  fee. 


Taos,  Santa  Fe,  Espanola,  and  Chimayo  are  historic  centers.   Golden,  Madrid, 
Cerrilos,  Lamy,  Amizette,  and  Twining  are  interesting  ghost  towns.   About  13 
missions  of  historic  churches  have  been  major  centers  of  the  communities  or 
pueblos  in  which  they  are  located.   Of  special  historic  significance  is  Fort 
Marcy  (1846)  near  Santa  Fe.   The  oldest  capital  in  the  United  States  (established 
in  1610)  is  in  La  Villa  Real  de  Santa  Fe  de  San  Francisco  de  Assisi,  now  called 
Santa  Fe.   Other  historic  areas  include  Puye  Indian  Ruins  and  the  ruins  at 
Bandelier  National  Monument.   An  old  gold  mill,  below  Red  River  in  the  Carson 
National  Forest,  stands  as  a  reminder  of  old  mining-camp  days  of  the  19th  century. 


THE  LOCAL  ECONOMIC  SITUATION 

The  Upper  Rio  Grande  area  is  characterized  by  low  incomes,  high  unemployment, 
and  limited  opportunities  for  improving  levels  of  living.   Agriculture,  once 
important,  now  has  a  relatively  minor  role  in  the  overall  economy.   Most  of  the 
irrigated  valley  farms  are  uneconomically  small.   About  200  cattle  and  sheep 
ranches  occupy  1.5  million  acres  of  rangeland,  much  of  it  in  deteriorated  condi- 
tion.  Privately  owned  timberlands,  on  about  10  percent  of  the  area,  are 
generally  poorly  stocked  and  make  little  contribution  to  income  in  the  area. 

About  half  the  population  lives  in  Santa  Fe,  Los  Alamos,  Taos,  and  Espanola. 
Three  cultural  backgrounds  are  represented — Pueblo  Indians,  the  Spanish-Americans, 
and  the  Anglo-Saxons.   Unemployment  is  widespread  and  affects  25  percent  of  the 
work  force.   More  than  half  of  the  families  in  Taos  and  Fvio  Arriba  counties  had 
incomes  that  averaged  less  than  $3,000  in  1960.   Lack  of  skills,  training,  and 
employment  opportunities  aggravates  the  situation. 

The  traditional  Spanish  custom  of  inheritance,  in  which  all  children  share 
equally  in  the  land,  has  so  reduced  the  size  of  former  Spanish  holdings  that 
most  such  farm  units  are  unprofitable.   Also,  clouded  titles  to  holdings  within 
Spanish  land  grants  often  prevent  development  of  merchantable  titles  as  the 
basis  for  development  loans  or  sales.   Initiative  is  frequently  hampered  by  laws 
and  customs  regulating  the  use  of  Indian  lands  within  pueblos  and  reservations. 

A  solid  base  of  recreational  use  already  exists.   Other  resources  are  available, 
should  demand  warrant  development.   Accessible  areas  have  not  been  developed  to 
accommodate  visitors  with  even  a  minimum  of  facilities.   The  construction  of 
feeder  roads  would  open  many  potentially  high-value  recreational  areas  that  are 
still  inaccessible  to  motor  traffic.   There  may  be  opportunities  for  developing 
income-producing  recreational  enterprises  on  farms,  ranches,  and  community- 
owned  grant  lands  of  this  area. 

A  study  of  recreational  activity  in  the  study  area  was  needed  to  provide  bench- 
mark guidance  relative  to  economic  potential  for  future  development. 

THE  RECREATION  SURVEY 

A  survey  of  visitors  to  the  study  area  was  conducted  in  1967  to  obtain  informa- 
tion about  recreational  use  of  resources,  time  spent  there,  and  expenditures 
while  in  the  area. 

Procedure 

Registers  at  motels  were  used  to  acquire  representative  samples  of  names.   Enu- 
merators also  sampled  visitors  at  selected  campgrounds  and  at  three  major 
attractions:   Bandelier  National  Monument,  Taos  Indian  Pueblo,  and  the  Ghost 
Ranch  Museum. 

Motels  and  Hotels 

A  10-percent  stratified  random  sample  was  drawn  from  the  116  hotels  and  motels 
in  the  study  area.   No  hotel  appeared  in  the  sample.   An  enumerator  visited  12 

10 


selected  motels,  explained  the  study  purposes,  and  acquired  the  name  and 
address  of  every  fiftn  guest  registered  from  July  1,  1966,  through  June  30, 
1967,  as  a  basis  for  mailing  a  detailed  questionnaire  (see  appendix),  kj 

Of  the  4,364  questionnaires  mailed  to  motel  visitors,  2,602  (or  60  percent) 
were  returned.   "Business  only"  was  given  by  31  percent  of  total  visitors  at 
motels  as  the  reason  for  visiting  the  area.   When  these  responses  were  removed, 
1,788  usable  questionnaires  from  motel  recreational  visitors  remained  (table  1) 


Table  1. — Sampling  at  motels,  campgrounds,  historical  sites,  and  nature  museum 

in  north-central  New  Mexico,  1967 


Facility  sampled 


Questionnaires 


Mailed 


Returned 
(recreation) 


Percentage  returned 


-Number- 


-Percent- 


Motels  

Campgrounds  

Historical  sites  and 
nature  museum 

Total  


4,364 
259 

295 


1/  1,788 
256 

289 


1/  60 
99 

98 


4,918 


2,333 


1/  64 


\J  Actually,  2,602  questionnaires  from  the  motel  sample  were  returned. 
However,  31  percent  were  for  business-only  guests  at  motels  and  these  were 
removed  from  the  recreation  analysis. 


Campgrounds 

The  Forest  Service,  the  New  Mexico  State  Park  and  Recreation  Commission,  and 
private  campground  owners  were  contacted  to  determine  the  capacity  of  camping 
facilities  and  approximate  use  during  the  1967  camping  season.   Campgrounds 
were  classified  by  type  of  use  into  three  groups — overnight,  intermediate,  and 
week-long  visits.   Facility  development  and  location  of  each  site  played  a  part 
dn  this  classification. 

A  15-percent  cluster  sample  was  made  of  the  82  major  campgrounds  in  the  study 
area.   A  cluster  sample  was  used  to  permit  the  most  efficient  use  of  the  enu- 
merator.  At  the  selected  campgrounds,  the  name  and  address  of  every  other 
party  at  18.75  percent  of  the  camping  units  was  gathered  during  May  through 
September. 


kj  Because  records  for  a  full  12-month  year  were  required  and  the  mailing 
list  was  being  compiled  during  the  summer  season,  motel  registers  were  used  for 
sampling  purposes. 
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Questionnaires  were  mailed  to  259  campground  visitors  and  256  of  them,  or  99 
percent,  were  returned. 

Historical  Sites  and  Nature  Museum 

A  random  sample  of  visitors  was  taken  at  Bandelier  National  Monument,  Taos 
Indian  Pueblo,  and  Ghost  Ranch  Museum.   Every  fifth  party  not  staying  in  a 
motel  or  campground  was  asked  to  give  the  name  and  address  of  the  family  head. 
Visitors  were  sampled  on  13  days,  rotating  through  the  week  during  May  through 
September  1967. 

Questionnaires  were  sent  to  295  visitors  at  these  sites  and  289  forms,  or  98 
percent,  were  returned. 

Data  Assembly  and  Processing 

Names,  addresses,  and  other  pertinent  data  such  as  number  in  party,  length  of 
stay.  State  of  origin,  and  rates  charged  at  motels  and  hotels  were  obtained  by 
the  enumerator  from  motel  guest  registers,  campers,  and  special  site  visitors. 

A  4-page  questionnaire  was  mailed  to  each  of  the  4,918  sample  parties.   Each 
questionnaire  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  transmittal  explaining  the  purpose 
of  the  study  and  requesting  cooperation  from  the  visitor.   After  10  days  had 
elapsed  a  reminder  card  was  sent.   If  a  return  had  not  been  received  within  4 
weeks  of  the  original  mailing,  a  second  letter  of  transmittal  and  another  copy 
of  the  questionnaire  was  sent  to  each  nonrespondent . 

Of  the  4,918  questionnaires  mailed,  48.5  percent  were  returned  after  the  first 
mailing.   An  additional  19.3  percent  were  returned  after  a  second  questionnaire 
was  mailed.   There  were  24.1  percent  not  returned,  plus  8.1  percent  that  were 
returned  by  the  Post  Office  because  of  insufficient  addresses  and  other  reasons. 

Of  the  67.8  percent  returns,  a  few  (3.8  percent)  were  discarded  because  they 
were  inadequately  completed. 

Not  all  respondents  answered  all  questions.   For  this  reason,  the  number  of 
respondents  answering  a  specific  question  was  reported  at  the  bottom  of  the 
table  where  the  data  from  that  question  appears.   Only  where  all  respondents 
answered  a  question  was  the  total  reported  as  2,333.   Using  this  method, 
averages  for  one  set  of  figures,  such  as  number  in  party,  varied  slightly  from 
one  cross-tabulation  to  another. 

The  2,333  usable  responses  included  parties  who  visited  the  area  for  pleasure 
only  and  those  who  combined  business  and  pleasure  in  a  single  trip. 

Questionnaires  were  coded,  the  information  was  transferred  to  computer  cards, 
and  the  cards  were  processed  to  provide  data  for  further  analysis. 

Origin  of  visitors  in  the  total  sample  was  compared  with  the  origin  of  visitors 
returning  questionnaires.   Responses  were  representative  of  the  total  sample. 
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Data  presented  in  the  visitation  characteristics  section  of  this  report  do  npt 
refer  to  all  recreational  visitors  but  only  to  respondents.   The  respondents 
were,  however,  representative  of  the  sample,  and  the  sample  was  randomly 
selected.   General  observations  about  the  population  can,  therefore,  be  made 
from  these  data. 

No  effort  was  made  to  indicate  degrees  of  correlation  among  items.   Such  an 
analysis  was  beyond  the  scope  of  this  study. 

Origin  of  Recreational  Visitors 

The  inverse  relationship  between  the  distance  to  be  traveled  and  the  number  of 
recreationists  who  will  visit  a  particular  site  is  recognized  in  recreation 
research.   More  people  will  travel  short  distances  than  long  distances.   Dis- 
tance also  affects  both  the  number  of  visitors  in  a  party  and  the  amounts  of 
money  they  will  spend  in  a  particular  recreational  area. 

Origins  of  the  2,333  recreational  visitors  to  north-central  New  Mexico  were 
analyzed  by  segmenting  the  home  addresses  into  10  zones  of  origin  based  on  the 
first  three  digits  of  the  ZIP  code  used  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  _5/ 

Zone  1  included  the  study  area  and  Albuquerque  (fig.  8).   Fortunately,  zone  1, 
as  delineated  by  ZIP  code  designations,  conformed  closely  to  county  boundaries 
for  which  population  characteristics  were  available.   Zone  2  included  the  rest 
of  New  Mexico.   The  other  zones  were:   zone  3 — Colorado;  zone  4 — Texas;  zone  5 — 
Oklahoma;  zone  6 — Arizona;  zone  7 — Utah,  Wyoming,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas;  zone  8— 
California;  zone  9 — Pacific  Northwest  and  North-Central  States  plus  Missouri, 
Arkansas,  and  Louisiana;  and  zone  10 — the  remaining  Eastern  States.  ^/ 

Nearly  a  third  (30  percent)  of  the  recreational  groups  sampled  were  from  zones 
1-3 — New  Mexico  and  Colorado.   Texas,  zone  4,  provided  an  almost  equal  number 
(table  2).   Oklahoma,  zone  5,  provided  nearly  three  times  as  many  recreational 
parties  to  the  study  area  as  Arizona,  zone  6.   Many  of  the  Texas  and  Oklahoma 
visitors  undoubtedly  were  seeking  relief  from  summer  heat.   Arizona  has  compara- 
ble attractions,  and  consequently  relatively  fewer  of  its  residents  would  be 
drawn  to  the  study  area. 

Over  70  percent  of  the  business-only  visitors  came  from  the  first  three  zones 
(New  Mexico  and  Colorado).   An  additional  11  percent  came  from  zone  4  (Texas). 
The  remaining  zones  had  less  than  20  percent  of  the  business  visitors,  and 
those  were  distributed  quite  evenly  among  the  zones. 


_5/   The  first  digit  of  the  ZIP  code  designates  one  of  10  national  geo- 
graphic areas.   The  first  three  digits  designate  a  sectional  center  within  a 
State.   Each  State  is  identified  by  several  ordered  ZIP  code  prefixes.   For 
example,  if  the  first  three  digits  of  a  ZIP  code  are  between  870-884,  the  State 
is  New  Mexico. 

_6/   A  major  reason  State  boundaries  were  used  rather  than  concentric  dis- 
tance zones  was  that  more  accurate  data  could  be  obtained  for  States.   Another 
reason  was  that  it  allowed  regional  variation  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  popula- 
tion and  income  to  influence  projections  made  for  the  comprehensive  survey  of 
the  resources  of  the  Rio  Grande  River  Basin. 
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Table  2. — Origins  of  3,147  respondent  parties  visiting  north-central  New  Mexico, 

1967 


Zone  of  origin 


Recreation  parties 


Business-only  parties 


Number 


Percent 


Numb  er 


Percent 


1 — Study  area  and 

Albuquerque 

2 — Rest  of  New  Mexico 

3 — Colorado 

4 — Texas 

5 — Oklahoma 

6 — Arizona 

7 — Utah,  Wyoming,  Neb- 
raska, and  Kansas — 

8 — California 

9 — Northwest  and  Central 

States 

10 — Eastern  States 

Total 


302 
117 
292 
723 
161 
56 

126 
170 

198 
188 


2,333 


13 

5 

13 

31 

7 

2 

5 
7 


100 


303 
98 

181 
87 
16 
27 

25 
32 

22 

23 


814 


37 
12 
22 
11 
2 
3 

3 

4 

3 

3 


100 


The  people  giving  vacation  or  pleasure  only  as  the  reason  for  visiting  the  study 
area  tended  to  stay  at  high-cost  motels  (table  3) .   The  people  combining  business 
and  pleasure  tended  to  stay  at  low-cost  motels.   This  apparently  irrational 
relationship  was  unexplained  by  the  data;  business  visitors  may  have  used  this 
trip  as  a  "bonus"  family  vacation,  and  budgeted  expenses  to  fit  in  with  their 
expense  allowances. 

Campgrounds  had  virtually  none  of  the  combined-purpose  trips.   This  could  be 
due  to  the  inconveniences  of  camping  and  the  resulting  difficulty  of  making 
oneself  presentable  for  business  purposes. 

About  nine  out  of  10  recreational  parties  visiting  historic  sites  were  on  vaca- 
tion and  one  out  of  10  was  combining  business  and  pleasure. 

Socioeconomic  Characteristics  of  Recreational  Visitors 

Recreational  visitors  to  the  area  had  higher  than  average  incomes.  More  than 
half  had  incomes  exceeding  $10,000  and  more  than  three  in  four  had  incomes  of 
$7,000  or  more  (table  4). 

Family  incomes  under  $3,000  were  reported  predominantly  by  the  younger  and 
older  groups  (table  5).   The  $3,000  to  $4,999  family  income  group  was  quite 
evenly  distributed  among  age  groups.   In  the  two  upper  income  groups,  over  50 
percent  of  the  heads  of  families  of  each  group  were  between  35  and  49  years  of 
age .  .      . 

Professional,  technical,  or  managerial  occupations  predominated  among  the 
families  of  recreational  visitors.   They  accounted  for  57  percent  of  the  total. 
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Table  3. — Facilities  used  and  sites  visited  by  recreationists ,  north-central 

New  Mexico,  1967  1/ 


Facility  type 


Vacation 
or 

pleasure 


Combination 

business  and 

pleasure 


Total 


Motels 


High  cost — 
Medium  cost- 
Low  cost 


Campgrounds- 


94 
82 
76 

99 


Historical  sites 
and  museum: 

Ghost  Ranch  Museum — 

Bandelier 

Taos 


89 


Total- 


85 


-Percent- 


"6 

18 

24 


12 
11 

12 


15 


100 
100 
100 

100 


100 
100 
100 


100 


\J      Based  on  1,21%   responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 


Table  4. — Income  levels  of  recreational  parties  visiting  north-central  New 

Mexico,  1967  \J 


Family  income  group 

Percent 

^i  1  '^  nnn  onri  /-ni-o-i- 

22 
31 
24 
15 

8 

$10,000  -  $14,999 

"^7  Oi(\C\           ^     Q  QQQ 

<;s  nnn   <^  A  qqq 

Under  $5,000 

Total 

100 

\J      Based  on  2,051  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level, 


compared  with  14  percent  in  clerical  and  sales  work,  7  percent  in  service  work, 
and  lower  proportions  in  other  categories. 

Forty- five  percent  of  family  heads  in  the  sample  had  college  degrees  and  another 
24  percent  had  training  beyond  high  school. 
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Table  5. — Age  of  family  head  of  recreational  visitors  to  north-central  New 

Mexico,  by  family  income  group,  1967  \J 


Age  of 

family 

head 

;  Total 

Family  income  group 

:   18-24 

:   25-34   : 

35-49 

:   50-64 

:   65+ 

$15,000  and  over 

:     1 

11 

55 

l_c:iiL.- 

27 

6 

100 

$10,000  -  $14,999 

: 

19 

52 

25 

4 

100 

$7,000  -  $  9,999 

:     3 

25 

41 

27 

4 

100 

$5,000  -  $  6,999 

10 

26 

31 

26 

7 

100 

$3,000  -  $  4,999 

22 

22 

22 

15 

19 

100 

Under  $3,000 

39 

19 

7 

16 

19 

100 

_1/  Based  on  1,796  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 

Vacations  of  2  weeks  or  less  were  taken  by  45  percent  of  family  heads  (table  6). 
Major  occupational  categories  in  this  group  were  structural  work,  benchwork, 
clerical  and  sales  work,  and  machine  trades.   Processing  workers  predominated 
in  the  4-week  category  and,  together  with  the  professional  and  managerial 
workers,  predominated  in  the  group  spending  more  than  4  weeks  on  a  north-central 
New  Mexico  vacation. 


Table  6. — Vacation  time  taken  by  family  head  of  recreational  visitors  to  north- 
central  New  Mexico,  by  occupation,  1967  Xj 


Occupation  of  family  head 


Vacation  time  in  weeks 


2  or  less 


More  than  4 


Total 


-Percent- 


Professional,  technical, 

and  managerial 

Clerical  and  sales 

Service 

Farming,  fishing,  and 

forestry 

Processing 

Machine  trades 

Benchwork 

Structural  work 

Miscellaneous 

Total 


39 
57 
43 

64 
26 
54 
66 
69 
39 


24 
20 
23 

14 
15 
24 
24 
15 
21 


20 
15 
28 

13 
44 
16 
7 
12 
32 


17 
8 
6 

9 
15 
6 
3 
4 


100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


45 


22 


20 


13 


100 


\J   Based  on  2,004  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 
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Reasons  for  Visiting  North-Central  New  Mexico 

Nearly  a  third  of  the  recreationists  had  visited  the  area  before;  the  area  was 
on  the  trip  route  for  about  one  in  five  families,  and  it  had  been  recommended 
to  one  in  five  others  (table  7).   Only  one  in  20  visitors  had  been  influenced 
by  formal  advertising  or  by  travel  agencies.   The  relatively  weak  influence  of 
advertising  shown  here  compares  with  results  of  numerous  other  recreation  sur- 
veys.  It  would  appear  to  indicate  the  need  for  new  publicity  approaches,  and 
also  the  importance  of  personal  impressions  one  develops  about  an  area. 

Table  7. — Factors  influencing  recreationists'  decision  to  visit  north-central 

New  Mexico,  1967  1/ 


Factors  influencing  visit 

Percent 

32 

19 

19 

10 

8 

4 

1 

7 

Visit  friends 

rvccia  a.DouL 

rn-h  OT- 

Total 

:               100 

\J   Based  on  2,284  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 


The  importance  of  local  features  in  attracting  recreationists  is  illustrated  in 
table  8.   Natural  beauty  (scenery),  pleasant  climate,  proximity  to  areas  of 
residence,  and  native  cultural  characteristics  were  given  by  70  percent  of  the 
visitors.   Economy  and  quality  of  facilities  ranked  low  among  reasons. 

Transportation  and  Access 

Automobiles  and  a  few  pickup  trucks  were  almost  the  sole  transportation  used  by 
visitors.   Only  2  percent  arrived  by  plane  and  even  fewer  by  train  or  bus. 

Access  generally  was  by  U.S.  Route  85  from  Albuquerque,  lying  to  the  south,  or 
from  Raton  to  the  east.   Visitors  tended  to  use  this  same  route  when  they  left. 
Other  points  for  entry  or  exit  were  Las  Vegas,  Fort  Garland,  and  San  Cristobal. 

Places  People  Stayed 

About  44  percent  of  the  visitors  stayed  one  or  more  nights  at  Santa  Fe,  and 
another  35  percent  stayed  at  Taos.   These  are  the  two  largest  communities,  and 
the  places  where  most  attractions  of  the  study  area  are  concentrated.   Both  are 
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Table  8. — Reasons  recreationists  visited  north-central  New  Mexico,  1967  1/ 


Reasons  for  visit 

Percent 

Observe  natural  beauty 

25 
17 
14 
14 
11 
4 
4 
11 

Observe  local  culture 

Shorter  distance  [from  home]- 

Never  been  there  before 

More  desirable  facilities 

Total 

100 

_1/  Based  on  2,284  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 


popular  with  recreationists  because  of  the  variety  of  attractions  in  and  near 
them.   Another  19  percent  of  visitors  stayed  at  or  near  Red  River,  northeast  of 
Taos,  and  a  few  stayed  at  Chama,  northwest  of  Santa  Fe. 

Seasonality  of  Visits 

Approximately  two-thirds  of  all  recreational  visits  occurred  in  June  through 
September  (table  9).   August  was  the  month  of  peak  business,  followed  by  July 
and  June.   More  than  half  the  visits  occurred  in  summer,  20  percent  in  the  fall, 
14  percent  in  the  spring,  and  11  percent  in  the  winter. 

Existing  motel  and  hotel  facilities  often  were  full  during  the  summer.   Some 
expansion  might  be  justified  to  serve  more  summer  visitors.   Justification  for 
additional  facilities  would  be  much  simpler  if  occupancy  could  be  increased 
during  the  off-season  (fall,  winter,  and  spring). 

The  average  length  of  visit  was  3.9  days  (table  10).   Visitors  who  lived  within 
90  miles  of  the  study  area,  a  drive  of  2  hours,  stayed  the  shortest  time.   The 
length  of  visit  tended  to  increase  as  distance  from  the  area  increased;  people 
living  500  to  790  miles  away  made  the  longest  visits. 

Size  and  Characteristics  of  Visitor  Groups 

The  average  size  of  party  was  3.5  persons;  this  tended  to  decrease  as  distance 
increased  (table  11).   Visitors  from  within  190  miles  of  the  area  had  the 
largest  parties,  averaging  4.1  persons;  those  from  more  than  1,200  miles  away 
had  the  smallest — 2.9  persons. 

No  significant  differences  were  found  in  the  proportions  of  adult  or  teenage 
males  or  females.   The  average  number  of  children  (not  teenagers)  was  greatest 
in  groups  from  nearby  areas  and  decreased  as  the  distance  traveled  increased. 
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Table  9. — Percentage  of  recreational  visits  to  north-central  New  Mexico,  by 

months,  1967  1/ 


Month  of  visit 

Percent 

3 
3 

6 

3 

:         6 

13 

19 

22 

11 

6 

3 

5 

March 

April 

June 

Till  -57 

Total 

100 

\J      Based  on  2,331  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 


Table  10. — Length  of  visit  and  number  in  party  of  recreational  visitors,  by 
distance  traveled  to  north-central  New  Mexico,  1967  1/ 


Distance  in  miles 

Average  length      :       Average  size 
of  visit         :         of  party 

0-90 

100-190 

200-290 

300-490 

son  7Qn 

3.3  4.1 

3.4  4.1 
3.6                     3.4 
3.6                     3.6 

4.6  3.7 
3.9                     3.0 

3.7  2.9 

800-1,190 

1   900  ^  mr\-r(3 

3.9                     3.5 

AVcidge 

\J      Based  on  2,269  responses.   Distribution  of  number  of  reports  is  statis- 
tically different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 

Recreation  Activity  Participation 

Nearly  50  percent  of  the  visitors  were  primarily  interested  in  driving  for 
sightseeing  and  relaxation.   This  preference  is  in  line  with  results  of  other 
studies.   Visiting  historic  and  educational  sites  was  the  next  most  common 
interest  (13  percent),  followed  by  camping  (11  percent),  fishing  and  hunting 
(9  percent),  and  skiing  (6  percent).   All  other  interests  totaled  12  percent. 
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Table  11. — Average  number  of  people  per  party  visiting  north-central  New  Mexico, 

by  age,  sex,  and  zone  of  origin,  1967  \_l 


Zone  of 
origin  2/ 


Adults 


Teenagers 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Children 


Total 


-Number- 


1 

2 

3 

4 „_ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Average — 


1.0 
1.2 
1.0 
1.1 
1.1 


1.2 
1.3 
1.1 
1.3 
1.2 
1.1 
1.2 
1.1 
1.1 
1.3 


0.2 
0.2 
0.2 


0.1 
0.2 
0.2 
0.1 


0.2 
0.1 


1.1 
1.0 
0.7 
0.7 
0.7 
0.3 
0.5 
0.3 
0.4 
0.4 


4.1 
4.0 
3.2 
3.9 
3.6 
2.7 
3.3 
2.7 
3.0 
2.9 


1.2 


1.2 


0.2 


0.2 


0.7 


3.5 


\J     Based  on  2,318  responses.   Distribution  of  number  reported  is  statis- 
tically different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 
2_/   See  description  of  zones  in  table  2. 


In  addition  to  the  primary  recreational  activity 
indicate  secondary  activities  (table  12) . 


respondents  were  asked  to 


Driving  was  most  often  listed  as  a  secondary  activity  by  visitors  engaged  in  all 
other  primary  activities.   The  scenic  attractions  and  natural  beauty  make  the 
area  ideal  for  this  purpose.   Next  to  driving,  visiting  historical  sites,  photo- 
graphy, and  picnicking  were  the  important  secondary  activities.   While  the  need 
for  maintaining  and  improving  facilities  for  the  primary  activities  is  self- 
evident,  needs  for  facilities  serving  other  activities  must  be  kept  in  perspec- 
tive.  People  often  visited  the  area  as  much  for  the  total  recreation  mix  avail- 
able as  for  the  activity  of  primary  interest. 

As  with  numerous  other  surveys,  this  one  reflected  relationships  between  the  age 
of  the  participant  and  primary  recreation  activity  interest.   Family  heads  50 
years  old  and  older  gave  priority  to  driving  for  pleasure  and  visiting  historical 
and  educational  sites  (table  13).   Younger  people  tended  to  prefer  more  rigorous 
activities,  such  as  skiing,  hunting  and  fishing,  or  camping. 

Some  relationship  was  also  found  between  the  extent  of  visitors'  education  and 
the  recreational  activities  they  chose,  although  this  relationship  is  complex 
and  is  interrelated  with  age,  income  level,  and  other  factors.   Family  heads 
with  a  high-school  education  or  less  tended  to  concentrate  on  fishing  and  hunting, 
camping,  and  picnicking  (table  14).   Skiing  was  particularly  attractive  to  college 
graduates,  except  that  older  persons  apparently  selected  more  sedentary  activities. 
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Table  12. — Relative  importance  of  secondary  activities  associated  with  primary 
activities  participated  in  by  visitors  to  north-central  New  Mexico,  1967  1/ 


Secondary  activity 


Primary  activity  2/ 


Driving 


Historical 
sites 


Camping  and 
picnicking 


Fishing  and 
hunting 


Skiing 


-Percent- 


Driving 

Historical  and 

educational  sites 

Photography 

Picnicking 

Hiking 

Fishing 

Water  sports ■ 

Horseback  riding 

Camp  ing 

Skiing 

Golf 

Hunting 

Convention 

Other 


62 

41 

25 

13 

12 

9 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

12 


47 

35 

15 

5 

14 

1 

6 

1 

2 


75 

46 
40 

40 

43 

7 

12 

2 
2 
2 

8 


63 

28 
28 
49 
26 

13 

10 

42 

1 

2 

1 
7 


34 

21 

21 

9 

6 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 


!_/   Based  on  2,036  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 

_2/   Individual  percentages  for  a  primary  activity  add  to  more  than  100  per- 
cent because  each  party  could  participate  in  more  than  one  secondary  activity, 


Table  13. — Age  of  family  heads  visiting  north-central  New  Mexico  and  primary 

recreational  activity,  19  67 


Primary  recreational  activity 


_Age 


18-24 

:  25-34 

:  35-49 

:  50-64 

:  65-t-  : 

Total 

D^-^^^^  t- 

4 

19 

40 

29 

8 

100 

10 

28 

50 

12 

— 

100 

5 

17 

52 

22 

4 

100 

2 

22 

54 

19 

3 

100 

4 

18 

45 

27 

6 

100 

6 

21 

46 

22 

5 

100 

Driving  for  pleasure 

Skiing 

Fishing  and  hunting 

Camping  and  picnicking 

Historical  and  educational 

sites 

Other 

Total 


20 


44 


25 


100 


_!/   Based  on  1,796  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 
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Table  14. — Educational  levels  attained  by  family  heads  of  recreational  visitors 
to  north-central  New  Mexico,  by  primary  activity,  1967  1/ 


Primary  activity 


Less  than 

:   12 

:  13  to  16 

:  College  : 

12  years 

:  years 

:   years 

:  degree   : 

Total 

T>^t-r>  n^t- 

9 

21 

24 

46 

100 

2 

12 

20 

66 

100 

10 

28 

32 

30 

100 

14 

27 

28 

31 

100 

7 

23 

23 

47 

100 

7 

20 

20 

53 

100 

Driving  for  pleasure 

Skiing 

Fishing  and  hunting 

Camping  and  picnicking 

Historical  and  educational 

sites 

Other 

Total 


22 


24 


45 


100 


!_/   Based  on  1,953  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 


Adequacy  of  Selected  Facilities  and  Services 

Respondents'  views  on  the  adequacy  of  recreation  facilities  and  services  will 
be  reflected  in  their  recommendations  to  others  about  visiting  an  area  and  their 
own  interest  in  repeat  visits.   They  also  help  pinpoint  places  where  development 
might  improve  the  drawing  power  of  a  recreation  area. 

With  some  exceptions,  more  respondents  ranked  particular  items  as  "adequate" 
than  "inadequate"  (table  15).   Restrooms,  campsites,  and  camping  facilities  were 
rated  poor  by  users.   Improvement  of  these  facilities  often  would  cost  little 
cash  and  would  require  primarily  greater  attention  to  sanitation  and  appearance. 
Additional  facilities,  of  course,  would  require  investment  by  public  agencies  or 
private  individuals. 

One-third  of  the  recreationists  reported  that  motels  and  hotels  were  inadequate. 
Some  visitors  were  unable  to  obtain  rooms  during  the  peak  recreation  season. 
Such  experiences  often  occur  in  areas  with  one  or  a  few  annual  events  which 
attract  unusual  numbers  of  visitors.   Business  economics,  however,  do  not  permit 
construction  and  operation  of  facilities  to  meet  all  contingencies.   The  oppor- 
tunities for  economic  operation  of  additional  seasonal  housing  require  further 
investigation.   If  expansion  can  be  justified,  it  should  be  encouraged,  because 
of  the  importance  of  personal  impressions  and  word-of-mouth  advertising  in 
attracting  new  visitors  to  the  area. 

Visitors'  Expenditures  in  the  Area 

Parties  visiting  the  study  area  spent  an  average  of  $126  (table  16) .   Lodging 
expenditures  averaged  $34,  or  27  percent  of. the  total.   Restaurant  expenditures 
were  second  largest,  amounting  to  $32,  or  25  percent.   Food,  lodging,  and  trans- 
portation represented  75  percent  of  the  total  expenditures  made  by  guests  in  the 
local  area. 
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Table  15. — Recreationists '  views  on  improvements  needed  for  selected  facilities 

in  north-central  New  Mexico,  19  67  1/ 


Facility 


Improvements  needed 


Adequate 


-Percent- 


Rest  rooms 

Campsites 

Camping 

Swimming 

Access  roads 

Fishing  areas 

Restaurants 

Golf  courses 

Highway  signs 

Boating 

Hotels  and  motels- 
Hunting  areas 

Saddle  horses 


58 
54 
53 
48 
47 
43 
40 
39 
37 
36 
34 
30 
28 


42 
46 
47 
52 
53 
57 
60 
61 
63 
64 
66 
70 
72 


\J      Based  on  2,333  responses.   Frequency  distributions  are  statistically 
different  at  the  99-percent  confidence  level. 


Table  16. — Expenditure  patterns  of  visitors  to  north-central  New  Mexico,  by  type 

of  expenditure,  1967  1/ 


Type  of  expenditure 


Average  expenditure 
per  party 


Percentage  of  total 


Lodging 

Restaurant 

Automobile 

Retail 

Other  transportation 

Miscellaneous 


-Dollars- 

34 
32 
26 
18 
2 
14 


-Percent- 


27 
25 
21 
14 
2 
11 


Total- 


126 


100 


1/   Based  on  2,333  responses, 


Average  expenditure  tended  to  increase  gradually,  from  about  $96  per  party  in 
which  the  family  made  less  than  $7,000  annually  to  $103  for  those  in  the  $7,000- 
to-$9,999  income  group,  $127  for  the  $10 ,000-to-$14,999  income  group,  and  $184 
for  the  $15,000  and  over  group. 
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Annual  Recreation  Expenditures 

Families  surveyed  were  asked  to  estimate  total  expenditures  for  recreation 
equipment  other  than  the  automobile  and  for  all  other  recreation  purposes  in 
1967.   This  estimate  included  but  was  not  limited  to  expenditures  while  in 
north-central  New  Mexico. 

The  lowest  annual  expenditures  for  equipment  were  made  by  the  lower  income 
groups.   Expenditures  tended  to  be  greatest  among  the  high- income  groups. 
Groups  driving  for  pleasure  and  visiting  the  historic  and  educational  sites 
tended  to  spend  less  on  equipment  during  the  year  than  recreationists  with 
expensive  interests,  such  as  skiing,  camping,  hunting,  and  fishing.   About  half 
of  the  sample  spent  less  than  $100  and  more  than  80  percent  spent  less  than 
$400  on  equipment  in  1967. 

For  recreation  expenses  other  than  equipment,  82  percent  of  the  visitors  with 
incomes  of  less  than  $5,000  spent  less  than  $100  in  1967.   In  contrast,  49  per- 
cent of  families  with  incomes  exceeding  $15,000  spent  $500  or  more  on  recreation. 

The  data  appear  to  have  a  bimodal  distribution,  with  concentration  of  expendi- 
tures in  the  $100-to-$299  and  $500-and-over  expenditure  classes.  This  distri- 
bution was  most  pronounced  in  the  groups  driving  for  pleasure,  skiing,  fishing 
and  hunting,  camping  and  picnicking,  and  sightseeing. 

Roughly  half  of  the  campers  and  picnickers,  pleasure  drivers,  and  sightseers 
spent  less  than  $300  on  recreation  in  1967.   Conversely,  46  percent  of  the 
skiers  spent  $500  or  more. 
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APPENDIX 


Survey  Questionnaire 
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Scheduled  Number 


Bureau  of  Budget  No.   40-567031 
Expires  December  31,  1968 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTtJRE 

ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 

NATURAL  RESOURCE  ECONOMICS  DIVISION 


Date  of  Visit 


USE  SURVEY  OF  NORTH  CENTRAL  NEW  MEXICO  OUTDOOR  RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES 
(to  be  answered  by  head  of  family  --  Do  Not  Sigh  Your  Name) 

1.  Why  did  you  visit  north  central  New  Mexico?   (Check  one) 

(a)  Vacation  or  pleasure  trip  | |     (c)   Business  only  (if  on  business  only,  dis- 

regard the  remainder  of  the 

(b)  Combination  of  business  and  questionnaire  and  return  in 
pleasure  ( |  the  envelope  provided)  |  | 

2.  Trace  on  the  map  below  your  route  in  north  central  New  Mexico  (indicate  direction  of 
travel  by  use  of  arrows). 

3.  Circle  on  the  map  the  towns  or  approximate  locations  where  you  stayed  overnight. 

4.  Place  a  check  (Vj  on  the  map  at  each  of  the  recreation  ar^as  or  points  of  interest 
that  you  visited.       t.''^^  y  fi        (       li 

lIloAloi 


Mileage  Chart 

Albuquerque  to  Santo  Fe 65 

Santo  Fe  to  Esponolo 24 

Espanolo  to  Chamo 83 

Esponolo  to  Taos 45 

Taos  to  Red  River 40 

Santo  Fe  to  Los  Alamos  .......  35 


To  Faffningti 


NORTH  CENTRAL  NEW  MEXICO 
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■2- 


What  type  of  transportation  did  you  use  to  travel  to  north  central  New  Mexico? 
(Check  as  many  answers  as  apply)   (Local  residents  may  disregard  this  question), 


(a)  Car  □ 

(b)  Train  □ 


(c)  Plane    Q 

(d)  Bus   □ 


(e)   Other  (specify) 


6.   What  type  of  transportation  did  you  use  while  in  north  central  New  Mexico? 
(Check  as  many  answers  as  apply). 


(a)  Car  □ 

(b)  Train   Q 


(c)  Plane  □ 

(d)  Bus  □ 


(e)   Other  (specify) 


7.  About  how  far  did  you  travel  within  north  central  New  Mexico  on  this  trip? 
miles.   (See  mileage  chart  on  page  1.) 

8.  AbouL  how  far  did  you  travel  on  your  total  trip  which  included  New  Mexico? 

9.  What  influenced  you  to  come  to  north  central  New  Mexico  for  your  vacation? 
(Check  as  many  answers  as  apply) 


miles 


(a)  Advertising  by  area  | | 

(b)  A  previous  trip  to  the  area  ^J 

(c)  Recommendation  of  others  | | 

(d)  Read  about  it  (other  than 
advertising)  (_] 


(e)  To  visit  friends  or  relatives  | | 

(f)  Part  of  route  to  vacation  in 
another  state  | | 

(g)  Travel  agency  advice  j | 

(h)   Other  


10,   Which  of  the  following  did  you  do  on  the  trip  in  north  central  New  Mexico?  (Check 
as  many  answers  as  apply). 


(a)  Picnicking  in  outdoor  areas  | \ 

(b)  Driving  for  sightseeing  and 
relaxation  \_\ 

(c)  Outdoor  swimming  | J 

(d)  Skiing  and  other  winter 
sports  □ 

(e)  Boating  and  canoeing  | | 

(f )  Horseback  riding  | [ 

(g)  Water  skiing  [_J 


(h)  Fishing 

(i)  Hunting 

(j)  Camping 

(k)  Golfing 

(1)  Hiking    _ 

(m)  Convention    {_{ 

(n)  Photography   |_J 

(o)  Historical  sites   [_J 

(p)  Other  □ 


11.  In  question  10  above  place  two  check  marks  beside  the  one  activity  of  primary 
participation  on  this  trip. 

12.  Why  did  you  visit  north  central  New  Mexico  rather  than  some  other  area?   (Check  as 
many  answers  as  apply) 


(a)  Shorter  distance  ] j 

(b)  More  desirable  facilities  Lj 

(c)  Less  expensive   | | 

(d)  Pleasant  climate    | | 


(e)  Observe  natural  beauty 

(f)  Observe  local  culture 

(g)  Never  been  there  before  | 

(h)  Other  (Specify)  
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-3- 

13.   How  many  people  (including  yourself)  went  on  the  trip  to  north  central  New  Mexico? 
(Specify  number) 


(a)   Adults 

(1)   Male 


(b)   Teenager 
( 1  )   Ma  1 e 


(c)   Children 


(2)   Female 


(2)   Female 


14.   What  were  the  approximate  expenditures  for  all  members  of  your  family  or  group  reporte<^ 
in  question  13  in  north  central  New  Mexico  on  this  trip  for: 


(a)  Automobile  operation  &  repairs  $ 

(b)  Restaurant  and  eating  places  $  

(c)  Lodging  overnight  $ 

(d)  Retail  stores  $  


(e)  Other  transportation  $ 

(f)  Miscellaneous  $  

(g)  Total  $ 


15.   How  many  days  were  spent  in  north  central  New  Mexico  on  this  trip 


day  (s ) 


16.   How  many  nights  did  you  stay  in  the  following  facilities  in  north  central  New  Mexico 
on  this  trip? ( Indicate  number  for  as  many  items  as  apply) 


(a)  Hotel 

(b)  Motel 


(c)   Campout 

(1)   Tent 


(d)  Friends  or  relatives 

(e)  Other  (specify) 


(2)   Trailer  or     

camper  (f)   None 


17.   What  improvements  are  needed  to  increase  visits  to  outdoor  recreational  areas  in 
north  central  New  Mexico?   (Check  as  many  as  apply) 


(a 
(b 
(c 
(d 
(e 
(f 
(g 
(h 
(i 
(j 
(k 
(1 
(m 
(n 
(o 


Camping  facilities 
Campsites 
Restrooms 

Swimming  facilities 
Boating  facilities 
Saddle  horses 
Fishing  areas 
Hunting  areas 
Golf  courses 
Trails 
Restaurants 
Hotels  or  motels 
Highway  signs 
Access  roads 
Other  (specify) 


Adequate 


More 


Better 


18.  How  many  times  did  you  or  your  family  visit  north  central  New  Mexico  in  the  last 
12  months  for  recreational  purposes?  times 

19.  How  far  did  you  travel  for  outdoor  recreational  purposes  in  the  last  12  months? 

miles 
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20. 


About  how  much  did  you  and  your  family  spend  in   1966  on  outdoor  recreation  equipment? 
(Include  equipment  for  camping,  fishing,  hunting,  boating,  skiing  (snow  &  water) 
golf,  hiking,  etc. --but  do  not  include  the  family  car  or  truck  used  in  business.) 


Less  than  $100 
$100  -  199 
$200  -  399 
$400  -  599 


$600-999 
$1000-1999 
$2000  &  over 


n 


n 
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About  how  much  did  you  and  your  family  spend  in  1966  on  outdoor  recreation  activities 
(Include  transportation,  lessons,  food,  lodging,  fees,  etc.) 


Less  than  $25 
$25  -  99 
$100  -  199 
$200  -  299 


$300-499 
$500-799 
$800  &  over 


y 


22. 

23. 
24. 

25. 
26. 

27. 
28, 


Age  of  head  of  family  (Check  one):   18-20  Fj   21-24  H]   25-29  Q]   30-34  [^ 
35-39  □  40-49  rH   50-59  □   60-64  □   65+  □ 

Marital  status  and  sex  of  family  head:   Single  |J  Married  Lj  Male  ' ,■   Famale 

Grades  of  school  finished  by  head  of  family  (Check  one). 

Less  than  12  j |     12  years  \ j    13  to  16  years  j [   College  degree) [ 

What  is  the  occupation  of  head  of  family?  


How  many  weeks  of  vacation  does  head  of  family  customarily  take?   (Check  one) 

One  week  | |   two  weeks  | [    three  weeks  | j   four  weeks  j |  More  than  four  weeks  |__j 

Is  head  of  family  retired?   Ye-^  lH  ^^°  uD 

What  was  your  total  family  income  last  year  from  all  sources  --  before  taxes  and  other 
deductions?   (Check  one) 

Less  than  $2,000  □   $2 , 000-2 ,999  □   $3 ,000- 3 , 999  Q  $4,000-4,999  Q 
$5,000-5,999  □   $6,000-6,999  □   $7 , 000-9 ,999  □   $10, 000- 14 , 999  Q 
$15,000  and  over  [_] 

29.   Where  is  your  home?   


(City) 


(State) 


(ZIP  Code) 
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